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   Gun control bills continue to get all the media coverage, but there are many other bills that are significant to Coloradans. Here are a few of those.
House Bill 13-1225:  Due to all the massive wildfires in recent years, Colorado homeowners have found themselves at the mercy of insurance companies. HB 1225 will benefit insurance policyholders through changes to the regulations by requiring insurers to provide a specific disclosure at least annually regarding policy limits, replacement value, and the importance of preparing an inventory of the contents of the home and outbuildings. 

   Additional changes require that: 

· insurers include additional living expense (ALE) coverage of not less than 12 months with an option to purchase a total of 24 months of coverage; 

· insurers offer extended replacement-cost coverage and law and ordinance coverage; 

· the text of all homeowner’s insurance documents must not exceed the tenth-grade reading level by January 1, 2015; 

· insurers provide policyholders with updated replacement cost estimates every two years; 

· insurers consider an estimate from a policyholder’s licenses contractor or architect as the basis for establishing the replacement cost;

· at renewal, insurers provide written notification to policyholders describing changes in insurance policy language; 

· insurers make an electronic or paper copy of the homeowner’s insurance documents available within three business days of the policyholder’s request; in the event of a total loss, insurers offer a minimum of 25 percent of the value of the contents coverage without requiring a written inventory;
· if a policyholder receives the depreciated value of contents, the insurer make available to the policyholders the methodology used for determining the depreciated value;

· an insurer allow a policyholder up to 180 days after a total loss claim to submit an inventory of lost or damaged property; 

· an insurer allow a policyholder up to 180 days after the expiration of ALE to replace property and receive recoverable depreciation on that property; and

· insurance agents selling homeowner’s insurance must complete at least three hours of continuing education in homeowner’s insurance coverage every two years. 

   HB 1225 also includes a provision making void “any provision in a homeowner’s policy that requires the policyholder to sue the insurer in the case of any dispute within a shorter period of time than allowed for by the applicable statute of limitations.”

   Look for the insurance industry to be out in force at hearings on HB 1225, but in the opinion of this writer, the industry brought such legislation on themselves due to the outrageous treatment and delays that homeowners suffered in the 2011 and 2012 fire season.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 13-1225:  Representative Claire Levy (D-Boulder) 866-2578; and Senators John Kefalas (D-Larimer) 866-4841, and Jeanne Nicholson (D-Boulder, Denver, Gilpin, Jefferson) 866-4873.

Senate Bill 13-191:  Yet another bill seeming to accommodate the energy industry, SB 191 concerns the acquisition of rights-of-way by pipeline companies, and goes so far as to override the May 2012 Colorado Supreme Court decision in the case of Larson V. Sinclair Transportation Company, which held that “only pipeline companies in the business of transmitting electricity or natural gas may use the power of eminent domain in Article 5, Title 38, Colorado Revised Statutes, specifically Section 38-5-105.” 

   SB 191 clarifies that “pipeline companies that convey oil and gasoline, or other petroleum products may acquire rights-of-way by eminent domain pursuant to Article 5, Title 38, and Colorado Revised Statutes.” The bill also reiterates the state constitutional provisions concerning just compensation for property taken by eminent domain, as well as federal pipeline safety regulations and other applicable current law. 
   SB 191 is yet to have its first committee.

Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-191:  Senator Mary Hodge (D-Adams) 866-4855; and Representative Angela Williams (D-Denver) 866-2909.

House Bill 13-1127:  Already postponed indefinitely (killed), HB 1127 is still worthy of coverage considering the tax dollars at stake in such cases – the Aurora theatre is a prime example. 

   HB 1127 concerns placing the burden of proving the affirmative defense of not guilty by reason of insanity by clear and convincing evidence on the defendant. Under current law, when a defendant pleads not guilty by reason of insanity (NGRI), the burden to prove sanity beyond a reasonable doubt is placed on the prosecution. 
   Shifting the proof of insanity to the defendant and increasing the standard from “beyond a reasonable doubt” to “clear and convincing evidence” could have meant constitutional challenges, and would have meant the defendants having to call additional witnesses to prove insanity. 

   The question remains unanswered, why should taxpayers be forced to bear the cost of what is far too often a copout?  HB 1127 was sponsored by Representative Frank McNulty and Senator Kevin Lundberg.

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.

Doris Beaver

